
Welcome to the Autumn Newslet-
ter for 2016 and an update of the
semen available to our members and
customers together with a roundup of
Society news prior to the Journal
which you will receive just before
Christmas. 2016 has proved to be a
mixed year for all of us, some mem-
bers reporting record crops and
plenty of grass throughout the season,
while others are really short of grass
and expressing disappointment in
their maize crops – such is the way
with the fickle British climate.

The tiniest glimmer of hope in the
depressed milk price may lessen the
gloom that has hung over the dairy
industry for what seems an eternity, I
think all of us are desperate for some
relief in that direction and the hope
that the pile of unpaid bills will start
to shrink in the near future. As always
the Society is keen to help our mem-
bers with very competitive prices for
our semen, bonuses available for reg-
istration of calves within 60 days of
birth and an understanding attitude
towards payment, but I must empha-
sise that we would appreciate a re-
sponsible attitude from all of you,
keeping on top of this as much as you
can.

AGM

The Society Annual General Meet-
ing was held on the 7th and 8th Sep-
tember and, considering the pressures
that all of us are living under, it
proved a very enjoyable couple of
days for which we all express our
thanks to Maurice and May Durbin
and their family and staff. On the first
day 30 members gathered at Thatch-
ers Cider Farm in Sandford, where we
enjoyed a very interesting tour of the
site, excellent refreshments and the
sampling of 5 ciders (taking care not

to over indulge, especially those of us
who were driving, although some did
admit to feeling a little “tired.” We
took our refreshments in “Stan’s
Barn” and rather alarmingly, as a little
girl, I can well remember Stan
Thatcher, I can also remember spend-
ing sometime as a member of Weston
Young Farmers Club in The Railway
Inn (which Thatchers have recently
purchased and where we all met up
for Tea and Coffee) – how much it has
changed and how old I must be get-
ting.

All thoughts of tiredness were
quickly forgotten as we travelled to
Dundry, near Bristol to visit the Gray-
lands herd of the Parfitt family. By
now our numbers had swelled to
nearly 50 members and friends who
had gathered to sample some of the
delicious ice creams that Suzanne
Hobbs (Colin’s grand daughter) and
the family have launched under the
name of Chew Moos Ice Cream – the
business is growing fast in all sorts of
directions and we congratulate them
all on their entrepreneurism. Chew
Moos will be selling their Ice Cream
on the Society Stand at the SW Dairy
Show – see the last paragraph.

An excellent Dinner was held in
the evening at The Wellsway Inn,
West Harptree where we returned the
next day for Lunch followed by The
Presentation of Trophies and The An-
nual General Meeting. In between
over 60 members had gathered at
Bickfield Farm where Maurice and the
family had planned an extensive herd
visit – our thanks to them all for their
time and generosity.

HERD COMPETITION RESULTS

The results of one of the Herd
Competitions could not be announced
at the AGM as they were only made

public the following week at the UK
Dairy Day – The Alec Steele Perpetual
Challenge Trophy awarded to the
winning cow in the Genus Long Life
Cow Competition 2016;

The Winner was Bickfield Pride 13
born 10.03.99 and the Reserve went to
Beechgroves Evita born 29.09.01 –
congratulations to the cows and their
owners – the Cup, prize cards and
rosettes will be awarded at the next
Council meeting on the 1st Novem-
ber.

Our Chairman in 2017 will be
Colin Gleed, who in spite of not actu-
ally being a herd owner has given so
much over his entire adult life to this
Society that it is entirely fitting that he
is honoured by being Society Presi-
dent. I hope you will all support him
throughout the year and it would be
wonderful to see the sort of turnout of
members that we saw this year in
Bucks next year. Congratulations also
to Andrew Payling who as President
Elect will take up the mantle of Presi-
dent in 2017 – 2018.

SEMEN FOR SALE

And now back to one of the princi-
ple purposes of this Newsletter – to
keep you informed of the semen
available to purchase. I have featured
again the 2 American bulls from
which we have sexed semen available
– Coulee Crest Fame Latimer and
Paoki Lil Ernie, semen priced at
£28.50 per straw, subsidised to £27.50
per straw for Levy members. Unfortu-
nately we are restricted to supplying
sexed semen from bulls from the USA
only, although there is a possibility
that we may be able to collect sexed
semen from Mainland bulls at some
stage in the future, which would be
wonderful for our breed, so watch
this space, as they say. We also have
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conventional semen available from
Marodore Gary Pistoll, this bull is by
Golden J Skipper Gary who was not
granted an EU Export license, so he
may prove a useful outcross for many
of you.

Our new Mainland bull that we
have just launched is Trewey Junos
Legend, sired by Coulee Crest
Grumpy Legend, which many of you
will have used to good effect and out
of the Manns’ excellent Juno family.
Legend brings with him very positive
scores throughout, notably a Mam-
mary score of 2.1 including good
scores for udder height, attachment
and teat placement – all essential for a
cow that is going to last. Add to that
the three generations of EX/VG clas-
sification of the Juno family and their
consistent production figures, the po-
tential is there for some fine breeding.

In the light of the falling con-
stituent figures in American bulls, the
Society intend to begin a programme
of collecting from Mainland bulls that
more accurately fits the demands of
the EGCS member and at the same
time reduces the growing cost of im-
porting semen. You will therefore see
an increasing number of Mainland
bulls becoming available as follows:

Briddlesford Foxgloves James (by
Tredinney Yogis Prince) should be
going on Centre on the 10th October.

Bourton Grumpys Claude and
Tredinney Ivans Flo Rider (by Island
Sire Les Jaonnets Iris Ivan) both so
long tied up by TB restrictions, will be
collected on farm at the end of Octo-
ber.

We plan to collect from Trewey
Victor Ezekiel on Centre after the
New Year.

Therefore a range of semen from
bulls with excellent sires and out of
good cows becomes available well
into 2017. Please plan your require-
ments in good time, the Society is
only too pleased to help you, its mem-
bers, with any requirements and
queries you may have.

Talking of bulls, at this time there
are a range of well bred bulls FOR
SALE within the breed.

BULLS FOR SALE

Briddlesford Bluebells Leopold –
DOB 23.11.12 –A2/A2 - Now a ma-
ture bull he is the first Levi son to
have gone on Centre and his semen
has sold very well throughout the
world. There are 2 generations of
EX/VG on his Dam’s side and he has
maintained an excellent GMI+20F of
202. Plenty of work left in him, please
contact David Mann (Cornwall) on
01736 796443

Trewey Dollar – DOB 05.10.15 –
A2/A2 -  a young Ezekiel son with a
GMI+20F of 175 out of the Mann’s
Penny family with breeding going
back to Rutter Bros Options Lamar
and Sunninghill Park Royal Oak. No-
table traits – Milk 252 kgs, Mammary
1.1 and Fertility +1.0 Contact David
Mann on 01736 796443.

Beechgroves King Endeavour –
04.06.14 – A1/A2 – One of the few
bulls that have been kept of Tredin-
ney Prince Lion King out of the
Lacey’s leading cow family, Elinor 13
(EX92) with 3 generations of EX/VG
behind her. Add in the longevity and
consistency of the Elinor line and a
GMI of 163. Notable traits BF - +0.06,
Protein +0.05 and Fertility +0.2. Con-
tact Gideon Lacey (High Wycombe)
on 07720 266906.

Briddlesford Violets Andrew –
DOB 01.10.14 – A2/A2 – A bull now
more suited to yard work by Tre-
warnevas Ivor out of Briddlesford
Oaks Violet (EX 90) with breeding on
the Dam side going back to Flambeau
Manor Tiller Loren and Jensgolden
Proking Royal Oak. Substantial milk
figure of 329 kgs and Fertility of -0.1.
Contact Matt Blanch (West Sussex) on
07788 724525.

Briddlesford Foxgloves James –
DOB 11.11.14 – A2/A2 – This bull will
be going on Centre on the 10th Octo-
ber and will be looking for a home at
the end of the year. He is by Tredin-
ney Yogis Prince (GMI+20 206) out of
Briddlesford Oaks Foxglove (EX 92)
and GMI+20F of 190. The bull has a
GMI+20F of 198, is + Fat (0.04) and
Protein (0.04) and is + for Fertility

(+0.2) Contact the Griffins on 01983
882239 or the Office on 01822 870727.

NATIONAL BREED SHOW

Our National Breed Show takes
place on 5th October 2016 at The SW
Dairy Show.

Please support the Guernsey breed
at this our 2nd National Breed Show,
once again we are envisaging an im-
pressive turnout of Guernseys with
several of our leading herds free of TB
this year, although unfortunately
there will be some notable exceptions.
Again we are grateful to our addi-
tional sponsors for this year – QMP,
UKSS, Crediton Milling Company,
Cornish Mutual Assurance Company,
Cogent, Briddlesford Farm Shop and
Chew Moos, who, as last year will be
selling their unique Ice Cream from
the Society Stand in the Showering
Pavilion alongside the Show Ring.  

We warmly welcome Meurig
James as our Master Judge of the Cat-
tle Classes and express our apprecia-
tion to the Bath and West Show
Society for their help and assistance in
getting this event off the ground. The
Showmanship and Calf Classes on the
previous Tuesday evening have also
been additionally sponsored and we
thank the Devon and Cornwall
Guernsey Clubs for their contribu-
tions. 

During the Wednesday, Cream
Teas and homemade cakes will be
served directly behind the Society
Main Stand (No. 173) at Stand No 194.
Once again I thank the Wessex
Guernsey Club for supplying the re-
freshment and the help of, in particu-
lar, the Bartlett family for making this
possible. I very much hope we can
build on the success of our first Na-
tional Breed Show in 2015 and en-
courage as many of our members as
possible to join us at Shepton Mallet –
you are all very welcome, though not
all at once.

I look forward to seeing many of
you there during the day.

Caroline
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