
Welcome to the Spring Newsletter for
2019 when once again we are enthusiastically
encouraging our members to build numbers
in their own herds and also supply the in-
creasing market for Guernsey cattle, both at
home and abroad, by embracing the use of
the 4M Sexed semen, available to you for the
first time from Mainland bred bulls. If you
have not already used the 4M Sexed semen
from EGCS bulls Beechgroves Excalibur and
Briddlesford Harebells Victor collected and
stored for us at Cogent please do not delay.
Priced at a very attractive £23.00 per straw
(£22.00 to our Levy members) + £50 delivery
you will not find a more enticing deal on the
semen market and with 4M Sexed semen
you have the added incentive that the con-
ception rate of this semen is comparable with
conventional semen, so don’t delay, don’t
dither and give it a go. Obviously the larger
your order the more you are able to spread
the delivery cost so a good time to make an
investment in the future of your herd.  I have
many interested parties just queuing up to
buy your surplus heifers whilst the milk buy-
ers at last turned their attention to quality as
well as quantity – THIS IS A GOLDEN 
OPPORTUNITY – TAKE FULL 
ADVANTAGE OF IT.

Waiting in the wings I have two bulls
which will go on to join Excalibur and Hare-
bells Victor in supplying the market for con-
ventional semen during the summer months,
before we consider the next bull that will
travel to Chester for the collection of the next
batch of 4M Sexed semen. They are Eby
Manor Indigo, being sold in conjunction with
Semex, a good all round bull with Milk, a +
figure for Fat, level for Protein and a very
creditable 1.8 for Mammary. In addition he
offers our members some outcross breeding,
his Sire being Marodore T Les Lightning, a
few of you may have purchased sexed semen
from the Society from this bull, but in the
main this offers most something a bit differ-
ent. In addition his Dam is the EX92 Eby
Manor DL Indy who has performed in Type,
Production and constituent values and has
more than earned her reputation in the Cana-
dian Association.

The other young bull to be collected
within the next month is Trewey Yorkies
Freddie, bred by the Mann family and now
owned by Julian Ellis of Boscarne. Once
again a very genuinely bred bull that offers
milk but also very importantly in today’s fi-
nancial climate when quality is coming to the

fore, + figures for Fat and Protein. This bull
excels in type, being 2.1 for Mammary, 1.4 for
Feet and Legs and 1.3 for Locomotion.
Longevity is the name of the game with this
bull, his Sire Bourton Laredo’s Fernando is
still serving cows at Bickfield at the ripe old
age of 6 years and Freddie’s Dam is one of
the many outstanding dams produced by
Trewey Sheila’s Bruce at Zennor going back
to Les Jaonnets Car’s Amir. The
Amir/Laredo connection promises much. As
soon as I have a price per straw for both of
these bulls I will contact you individually so
you can plan your breeding for the next six
months.

REGISTRATIONS
During the last few months the Society

has been able to get most female registrations
up to date but I would say to a very few of
you – and you know who you are!  - that
with a little cooperation with your milk
recording company this can be made a whole
lot easier. If you record with CIS just let the
EGCS Office have your Username and Pass-
word and I can access your records easily. If
you record with NMR slightly less simple as
they have installed another layer of security.
Please ask your milk recorder or supervisor
to sign you up for Herd Companion, if you
have not already done so, and just add The
English Guernsey Cattle Society to the access
for third parties. In both cases the majority of
your information will be available to me,
with both companies it may be necessary for
me to contact you in person where informa-
tion is missing but this access will make the
task less onerous. To the majority of our
members who regularly use Telereg and We-
breg as a matter of course, I thank you for
your continued conscientiousness. If you
have Guernsey calves and heifers – WE
NEED TO KNOW ABOUT THEM.

Registration of bulls – again most of our
members use the systems in place well, but
there are a few members who insist in regis-
tering a bull just before you put him a field
with his first group of heifers or in some
cases a few weeks before the calves are due
to be born. Please, please register your bulls
as soon as you have made the decision to
keep him and most importantly always take
a hair sample from his Dam at birth. Now we
are routinely testing all newly registered
bulls for Genotype it is essential to have
DNA from both Dam and Sire – a Genomic
figure will not be issued for a bull where this

information is not available. Its no good
telling me that the Dam went as a casualty a
week after she calved or even that she went
barren 6 months ago. So please make sure a
hair sample is taken at birth or as soon as
possible afterwards.

STOCK FOR SALE
The Greensfield herd of Martin, Caroline

and Emma Greenslade have a surplus of
Guernsey heifers and have around 40 head
of youngstock ranging from calves to bulling
and in calf heifers to offer for sale. Please con-
tact Caroline on 07742 664938 or 
greensfieldguernseys@icloud.com. There has
already been a lot of interest in this stock so
please do not linger if you are at all interested.

FORTHCOMING DATES

Sunday 18th August 2019 – Guernsey Open
Day incorporating clipping and handling
demonstrations for our younger and maybe
not so young members to be hosted by Car-
oline, Martin and Emma Greenslade at
Ponchydown Dairy (EX15 2HQ) and Heras-
tan Farm (EX15 2DU) Blackborough, Cul-
lompton, Devon, EX15. Meet at 10am at
Heraston Farm (Emma’s) for Tea and Coffee
followed by clipping and handling demos
where you will be encouraged to join in. This
will be followed by Lunch at £10 per head –
anyone who has attended The Devon Dinner
will know that this is an event in itself – and
then you will be invited to view the cows and
young stock at Ponchydown Dairy. Please
support Caroline and Emma’s initiative and
enjoy a lovely day out in the Devon country-
side. The farm is easy to access from Junction
28 of the M5 so a big welcome to as many
members as possible.
Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th September
2019 – Field Days and AGM hosted by our
President Mr Digby Gribble.
3rd September – 2pm – Visit West Somerset
Buffalos, the herd, Farm Shop and Cheese-
room.  6.30pm – Visit the renowned Haynes
Motor Museum followed by Dinner
4th September – AM – Visit the Hinton Herd
and Farmshop at Mudford by kind invitation
of the Bartlett family.
Lunch, award of trophies for the EGCS Herd
Competitions 2018 and The Annual General
Meeting at The Sparkford Inn. 

Full details of both of these events will be
circulated to all members in July but please
mark your diaries now.
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