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Welcome to the Spring Newsletter
2017 and looking out of the window
what beautiful Spring weather we are
enjoying even though it is a little on the
cool side, especially at night. Crops are
being sown and silaging is on the
horizon, if the milk price can stabilise,
maybe we can all look forward to a
slightly brighter future in dairying this
year, a sigh of relief all round - here’s
hoping.

In this Newsletter you will find a
selection of 4 bulls on offer, you will
have noticed in recent editions we are
concentrating on promoting Mainland
bulls with less emphasis on American
bulls. Our reasons for this are mainly
twofold; to address the shortfall in
constituent value which has become
increasingly evident in American bulls,
most of the bulls you will see
advertised now are plus for Fat and
Protein, so the Society can help you to
fulfil the requirement of your
individual milk contract, secondly the
expense of importing semen from
overseas together with the continuing
fallout from Brexit makes it financially
prudent for the Society to market more
home grown bulls. The exception to
this is the supply of sexed semen which
we will have to continue to import for
the foreseeable future. I would further
remind you that the Society is

subsidising the extended use of Sexed
semen by offering a straw of current
Mainland Conventional semen FREE
OF CHARGE with every straw of
Sexed semen purchased from the
Society. You will not find this
opportunity with any other semen
company, so if you have considered the
use of sexed semen in the past there is
no better time than to start now. Sexed
semen is available from Flambeau
Manor Lady’s Man (Page 4) and
Coulee Crest Fame Latimer at £27.50
per straw (£26.50 for Levy members).
In addition, keep your registrations up
to date (within 60 days of birth) and the
Society will credit you £2 for every calf
registered on time which can be
deducted from your semen orders in
2018 —ITS SO EASY TO SAVE
MONEY WITH EGCS.

So lets get back to the bulls in this
edition:

Page 2 — Trewey Junos Legend, a
Legend son bred by the Mann family
out of their excellent Juno family.
Those of you that have not already
used him, well worth a try if only for
the longevity and reliability of the Juno
family. This bull is now for sale,
please contact David Mann on 01736
796443 for further details.

Page 3 — Briddlesford Foxgloves
James — A Prince son out of the

Spring 2017

Griffin’s Oak’s Foxglove, excellent
breeding and type from Yogibear and
Oak with the added bonus of plus
figures for Fat and Protein. On leaving
Centre the bull was purchased by Mark
Jones of Hereford and is working to
good effect on farm.

Page 4 — Flambeau Manor Ladys
Man - Sexed and conventional semen
was imported from this bull in January,
a Levi son, once again offering
Yogibear and Aaron ancestry bringing
the potential of milk and type, in
particular scoring 1.79 for Mammary.

Page 5 — Tredinney Ivans Flo Rider
— this bull is sired by some of the last
semen to be imported from the Island
from Les Jaonnets Iris Ivan, which on
the Dam side goes back to Maple Leaf
Lindon Sultan. The dam Tredinney
Aarons Flo 6 has graced the show ring
many times and has two generations of
EX behind her. A combination of this
breeding offers scores of 1.44 for Legs
and Feet and 1.40 for Mammary.

On Page 6 you will see a repeat of
Sue Staples article on in breeding, first
published this time last year, but this
time including a response from Dr
Maurice Bichard. Please read both
articles with an open mind so that the
Society and you, the cow breeding
members can make a concerted effort
to stop this trend in its tracks.

BULL FOR SALE

Bourton Levi Casper

born 10th December 2016 and
shortlisted for semen collection at the

With a GMI +20F of 240 and
plus figures throughout (Fat
+0.01, Protein +0.01, Feet and
Legs 0.93, Mammary 1.90) he is
sired by Levi out of a full sister
to Bourton Grumpys Claude

(GMI 277) of the Clover family -3
generations VG / EX. For more details
please contact Philip Cox on 07970
472205.

(

Bourton Clover 42 - GMI+20F 249
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Inbreeding & Guernseys
by Sue Staples

We know that inbreeding levels
are increasing in all breeds not just
here in the UK but worldwide. The
EGCS has recently been given access
to data for all pedigree registered
Guernsey’s in the UK going back 30
years and more. We wanted to see
exactly where the Guernsey breed in
the UK stands with inbreeding and as
most published figures are already
five, or more, years out of date we
wanted to know the current position.

In the 1980s there were a lot more
Guernseys in the UK, a lot more herds
and herds running their own bulls. In
the pursuit of rapid genetic
improvement, and coinciding with
the decline in popularity of the
Guernsey breed, breeders migrated to
the use of artificial insemination and
the introduction of bull semen from
around the world became popular.

In common with other breeds the
Guernsey breeder has overused many
bulls in the past resulting in limited
blood lines which unfortunately are
reflected in the figures we see today.

The worrying news is that whilst
the vast majority of animals have an
inbreeding coefficient of 6% or less if
we examine just this group of animals
we see that the numbers are migrating
away from the lower end ie 1%
towards the higher end - 6%. This has
to stop!

If we examine the animals which
have an inbreeding coefficient
between 0.1% and 6% for the same
period it becomes apparent that
whilst there are roughly still the same
percentage of animals which have an
inbreeding coefficient of below 6%
they are migrating from the lower end
of the scale to the higher end. The
worry is that if we repeat the same
exercise in 2020 we won’t be looking
at animals in the 0.1% to 6% bracket

but in the 6% - 10% bracket.

Why worry about inbreeding?
Excessive inbreeding can result in the
development of recessive genes such
as the JH1C in the Jersey breed
resulting in infertility if a positive cow
is mated to a positive bull. Any level
of inbreeding will have a detrimental
effect on milk production, fertility and
general thriftiness.

Levels higher than 6% must be
avoided. Increased inbreeding leads
to inbreeding depression, lower
genetic variance and a higher
frequency of lethal genes — ie the cow
conceives but embryonic death
occurs. The mating of two highly
inbred individuals does not
necessarily result in an animal with an
even greater inbreeding coefficient if
there are no common ancestors.

As a general rule of thumb check the
pedigree of the animal to be mated and
the bull pedigree, if they have ancestors
in common then use an alternative.

Inbreeding In Guernseys

Part Two
by Dr Maurice Bichard

Inbreeding is measured by the fre-
quency with which the two genes re-
ceived from an individual’s sire and
dam are identical copies of one in
their common ancestor. At the ex-
treme, having two identical copies of
a harmful recessive gene can give rise
to an embryo failure, or a lethal disor-
der. But for any gene the effect is to
reduce the genetic variation in future
generations since only that ancestral
gene can be passed down.

Most of today’s bulls and many of
our cows will become the ancestors of
the breed in years to come. The fewer
the ancestors the greater the chance
that a future calf will feature one ani-
mal on both sides of its pedigree. Sue
Staples reminded us in the Spring
2016 Newsletter that fewer bulls are
being used. Not only have our total
cow numbers declined, but we now
rely on Al, both for convenience and
as a powerful tool for genetic im-
provement. Given that we all want to
increase the frequency of genes which
lead to improved performance, type

or herd life, then a gradual rise in in-
breeding is inevitable. We strive to
recognise these genes in a sire or dam
(through a progeny test or high PTA)
and naturally want to spread them
throughout the breed. All we can re-
ally do is to limit the rate of increase
in inbreeding per generation. And
here the key determinants are the
numbers of bulls used each year
across the breed, how related they are,
and how many sons and daughters
each one leaves. In practice this means
what Al bulls are on offer, and how
many straws are used from each.
Looked at this way it is obvious that
responsibility for controlling our in-
breeding is mainly in the hands of
those choosing each panel of young
bulls, since they are siring some two-
thirds of replacement heifers.

A useful target would be to limit
the intensity of selection for further
improvements so that it increases our
average inbreeding by no more than
1% per generation. The EGCS Future
of the Breed Committee has been try-
ing to achieve this compromise ever
since the Global Guernsey Breeding
Programme was adopted in 2001.

There are now computer programs

which can help us do this more pre-
cisely. The Island farmers, who face
exactly the same problem, have
gained useful experience with one
such program over several years. It
helps them decide matings to produce
future bulls, balancing predicted
merit (for profit) and the relatedness
of the bull-sires to the current cows.

Finally, if the optimum set of bulls
is on offer then the farmer’s task is
quite simple. To organise the matings
within his herd he needs only to use
the different bulls fairly equally, and
avoid any matings where the pro-
posed bull and cow share more than
one common grandparent.

Date for your Diary

EGCS Annual General
Meeting and Field Days

6th and 7th September 2017

Visit Hughenden Manor
and Gardens
(home of Benjamin Disraeli)

Dinner at The Lambert Hotel
Visit the Beechgroves herd




