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Dear Member,

It would appear that Spring has sprung and with the
beautiful weather we are experiencing at the moment I am
sure we are all well ahead of schedule with our
groundwork. As is the way with farmers, we'll all be
demanding rain sometime soon, just remember what
happened the last time “drought” was mentioned in
national terms in 2012 so be careful what you wish for.
Now would seem a good time to be looking ahead at the
bulls from which the Society will be collecting semen in
the forthcoming year.

At present we have Tredinney Grumpys Echo available
to be followed by Bourton Laredos Fernando — information
on both is available in the Newsletter and both are
available NOW.

The American bull available to you at the moment is
Golden J Laredo Gotcha, he is available in conventional
and sexed form, although supplies are limited as sexed
semen was only collected for the Society - SO DO NOT
LINGER IF YOU ARE INTERESTED.

At the Mainland Future of the Breed Meeting on the
23 April it was decided to collect semen from more
Mainland bulls rather than import quite so much
American semen, this decision was prompted by two
factors, firstly, the continued fall in Fat and Protein in the
USA bulls, this trait is probably one of the most important
in the Guernsey breed and the loss of it is a continual
matter of concern to our members, and secondly, the
increasing costs of importing semen to the Society. To this
end, another 4 bulls will be collected in 2015, both on farm
and on Centre. The first 2 of these will be promoted in the
Summer Newsletter.

SEMEN ORDERS

In recent weeks we have been informed by UKSS of
additional charges that will be made to the Society for
orders that are required by the member prior to UKSS
routine delivery time of 14 days.

There will be an additional charge of £25.00 for the
delivery of orders that are required prior to the 14 day
window allowed. If delivery is required on a Saturday
there will be a further charge of £15.00. Both of these
charges, if incurred, will be passed on to the member — I
would respectively suggest that you keep a careful eye on
your semen stocks and place your orders in good time so
these extra charges will not be necessary.

BuLL REGISTRATION

I would remind members that bulls will not be
registered by the Society until we have received hair
samples so that the bull may be DNA matched to his Dam
and tested for his A2 status. In addition in future a further
hair sample will be requested from the bull calf which will

be kept on file and used in due course for Genomic testing.

Future SAVINGS FOR OUR MEMBERS

We as a Society are ever mindful of the stressful times
that our Levy paying members are experiencing at the
moment and in an effort to reward the bigger herds that
are, after all, the backbone of this Society, we are
introducing an initiative whereby you can make a
substantial saving on semen just by continuing, in most
cases, to do what you have always done.

It's not “POUNDS MAKE PRIZES” its “REGISTR-
ATIONS MAKE DISCOUNT ON SEMEN” — all you have
to do to qualify, if you have not already done so, is make a
start on registering your calves through Telereg, Webreg or
through the Office on time and certainly well within the 60
day window and you will receive £1 discount for every
registration you make. If you register 35 calves in a year
you will receive a discount of £35 off your semen — it’s that
simple. To qualify you need to have registered all your
calves in any one year by the 28" February of the following
year, for 2015 only we are offering an amnesty to the 1
July.

IT’S THAT EASY - SO LET’S GET UP TO DATE!

PLEASE NOTE AMENDMENT TO OFFICE ADDRESS AS OF THE 15T MAY 2015
THE ENGLISH GUERNSEY CATTLE SOCIETY, MICHAELMAS COTTAGE,
MEADWELL FARM, KELLY, LIFTON, DEVON, PL16 OHJ.

TELEPHONE NUMBER AND EMAIL ADDRESS REMAIN UNCHANGED
A few of you are still sending correspondence to Scotsbridge House. The Society left these premises In January 2013.
Although post is forwarded on eventually, please make sure that ALL correspondence is sent to the address above.




SPONSORSHIP OF CALF CLASSES IN 2015

The Society is very fortunate to have secured
sponsorship in the form of Calf Rearing Compound from
GLW Feeds. All of the following shows have been
informed of this sponsorship. Although GLW Feeds will be
present at a couple of the following shows for logistical
reasons, the actual bags of feed will be allocated en bloc at
the end of the show season in October.

At the following shows the winning competitor will
receive 3 bags of cake and the reserve, 2 bags:-

Devon County,

SW Dairy Show,

All Breeds Calf Show,

and also Honiton, Okehampton and Frome one day
shows.

At the following shows the winning competitor will
receive 2 bags of cake and the reserve 1 bag:-

Royal Bath and West Show,

Royal Cornwall Show,

National Dairy Show,

The SW Calf Show,

The Devon Calf Show

and also North Somerset, Heathfield, Stithians,
Totnes and Edenbridge one day shows.

DATES FOR YOUR DIARY

The Society Field Days
and Annual General Meeting
will be hosted by our President,
Mr Peter Richardson
on the 8th and 9th September 2015
in Cheshire — full details to follow.

Please Note
CHANGE OF DATE

FOR COUNCIL
MEETING

NOW 23rd June 2015

At the Jolly Huntsman,
Kington St Michael,
moved from the 30th June.

Photographs of Champions

In 2014 there was some confusion about who should
pay for the official photograph of the Breed Champion at
the major Shows. Council have agreed on the following:-

The English Guernsey Cattle Society will pay for the
official photo of the Breed Champion at the following
shows only;

The Royal Cornwall Show,
The National Dairy Show at The NEC,
The SW Dairy Show.

The funding of the photos taken at The All Britain All
Breeds Calf Show is already covered by the initial funding
provided by this Society to the Coloured Breeds Alliance.

I have contacted both Lucinda Morgan (Royal
Cornwall, The SW Dairy Show and The All Breeds Calf
Show) and Jane Steel (National Dairy Show) so they are
both aware of this decision.

noehle

star
BVD Tag and Test

supplied by Nordic Star

v/ Easy-to-use tamper
proof ear tags

v Tested in our UKAS
accredited labs (NML)

v Defra/DARD
approved tags or
management tags

v Tag from £1.40

ML

national milk laboratories

v/ Tag & Test from £4.50 = J
9 4'%, I'ﬁf\;\/
Did you It costs more to keep a PI (persistently infected)

know?... calf than to identify it and take it out

Should the vial become damaged or missing in transit
WE WILL SUPPLY A FREE REPLACEMENT!

Call Nordic Star on 0800 731 9465

www.nordicstar.co.uk
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The best showmg facllltles in the UK
* Climate controlled Livestock Hall
 Excellent milking, washing & clipping facilties
* Excellent showing platform to advertise your herd to national
and international visitors

If you require anymore information visit

www.livestockevent.co.uk

or contact sianmercer@rabdf.co.uk

f Like us on Facebook - National Dairy Show

DAIRY

1§ g?q

LIVESTOCK
EVENT

8th - 9th JULY

Image used by permission from Hoards Dairyman Magazine, Fort Atkinson, Wis, USA
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