
As I complete this Newsletter I have
just heard the sad news that Graham
Facks-Martin passed away on 11th

September. Graham's passion for the
Guernsey cow and his tireless work,
over many years, for this Society is be-
yond measure. For those of us who knew
Graham well, he was a brave, generous,
no nonsense sort of man and he will be
very much missed. God bless Graham. 

Whilst most of us are fully pre-
occupied with the continuing dip in
the fortunes of the Dairy industry and
the peaks and troughs of a less than
helpful summer, I hope that I can ease
the gloom a little by introducing the
range of bulls available from the
Society as we come to the end of 2015.

In addition this year the Society
have decided to launch the Breed
National Show at The SW Dairy Show
on Wednesday 7th October at The Bath
and West Showground – this has been
a long held ambition of the Society
and you will find all the details on
Page 6. I would ask our members to
make every attempt to support the
Breed and the Society on this
memorable day. We look forward to
seeing you there.

BULLS AVAILABLE AT THE END
OF 2015

Again I am featuring Golden J
Laredo Gotcha, available in both
conventional and sexed semen, also
Bourton Laredos Fernando
(Conventional only) which you saw in
the Spring Newsletter. In addition we
are about to start marketing our next
Mainland GGBP bull, Kelsmor
Meadowsweets Lion King, who has
just finished his collection at UKSS.
For those of you looking for more
traditional Guernsey traits this bull
may be of interest – the longevity on
the dam side reflects the excellent
breeding of the Kelsmor herd under
the management of the Emm family
and continued by Mark Jones when

the herd passed to them. Add to that
the positive figures for both Fat and
Protein and the fertility figure of +3.4
– you could be on to a winner. These
attributes are further backed up by
the positives of breeding on the Sire
side from the next generation of a
Prince son when you consider Prince
now has a GMI of 224 and Lion King
has moved up to 202.

Brookleigh Geo Bruce – In an
attempt to move Global Breeding
forward we are about to import both
sexed and conventional semen from
this Australian bull from the well
known herd of Lyndon and Joyce
Cleggett. Following on from Marglyn
Action Mervyn, who found favour
with many of our members, this bull
should be available to you in October.

SIRE PROOFS AND INDEX 
VALUES

It has been brought to Council’s
attention that many of our members
still struggle with the many figures
that we supply you with as part of an
animal’s index and this impacts on
your decisions when purchasing
semen. EGCS has always sought to
supply you with as much relevant
information as possible and those
figures apply equally to the semen
that you may buy from our
competitors, even if they choose not
to supply it to you. To this end I have
asked Dr Maurice Bichard to talk us
through the meaning and implication
of all those figures. He is preparing an
article for this year’s Journal, backed
up by figures from some of the
current bulls being marketed by our
competitors which our fellow
member, Sue Staples will convert into
easy to understand tables, which we
hope will help you further. In the
meantime, Dr Bichard explains;

”It seems that some members
continue to be confused by the Sire
Proofs which are presented to them,

particularly for the indices of overall
merit. The trouble is – THEY KEEP
CHANGING! And members are not
always clear why. They may
remember a bull’s PLI or GMI from 4
months or a year ago, and then
compare it with that of a young bull
which has only just been published.

Merit index values are changing all
the time for a variety of reasons – more
data, a change in goals, a base change.

The Golden rule is ALWAYS
compare animals using values for the
same Index published on the same
day – they are published 3 times a
year, April, August and December.
These figures are all available from
your Society, put together by an
independent consultant (Dr Janet
Roden) especially for us. I believe this
topic deserves to be explained more
fully in language familiar to all, and
we shall try to do this in the forthcoming
Journal.”

If you have a question that you
would like covered in Dr Bichard’s
forthcoming article please email it to
me on office@guernseycattle.com and
I will forward it to him. In everyone’s
interest we all need to be clear on the
Breed’s Index which was designed to
help all our breeders to take the
Guernsey cow forward.

ITEMS FOR SALE
Mrs Annette Goodall (annette-

goodall59@yahoo.co.uk) has an EGCS
Centenary Plate for sale - £10. These
are also available from the Society.

EGCS Polo Shirts in royal blue are avail-
able from the Office in Small, Medium,
Large and XL @ £15.00 (XXL sold out)

The English Guernsey Cattle Society Newsletter
Michaelmas Cottage, Meadwell Farm, Kelly, Lifton, Devon, PL16 OHJ
Tel: 01822 870727 e-mail: office@guernseycattle.com  www.guernseycattle.com Autumn 2015

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE
NEXT COUNCIL MEETING
WILL BE ON TUESDAY 

10TH NOVEMBER 
(NOT THE 3RD)
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Two of our leading herds, Beech-
groves and Briddlesford, have young
bulls ready for work available for pur-
chase as follows:

Beechgroves Caesar (A2/A2), born
28.11.13 by Hartland View Harebell
Blue (Springwalk Sherberts Mint) out
of the EX91 Beechgroves Crystal (In-
stead Oberon)

Beechgroves Nikita Nero (A2/A2)
born 01.04.14 by Dairyman Mint
Phonze (Springwalk Sherberts Mint)
out of Beechgroves Nikita 8 (Beech-
groves Cornelius)

Please contact Gideon Lacey on
07720 266906 or gid.lacey@hotmail.com

for further details

Briddlesford Snowdrops Charles
(A2/A2) born 10.02.14, by Beech-
groves Ezra out of Briddlesford Oaks
Snowdrop 2 (Dairy strength VG85)

Briddlesford Violets Andrew
(A2/A2) born 01.10.14 by Trewarnevas
Ivor out of Briddlesford Oaks Violet
(EX 90)

Briddlesford Buttercups William
(A2/A2) born 05.09.14 by Briddlesford
Daisys Alfred  (GMI 204) out of Brid-
dlesford Astronomers Buttercup H85.
The Dam of the Sire is Briddlesford
Gregs Daisy (VG89) – 10 lactations,
727,478 kgs @ 6% Fat.

Briddlesford Lilys Peter (A2/A2)
born 12.10.14, by Briddlesford 
Bluebells Leopold out of Briddlesford
Oaks Bluebell 2 (EX93) out of 
Briddlesford Double L’s Lily.

Briddlesford Lilys Richard
(A2/A2) born 25.10.14 by Tredinney
Yogis Anadante out of Briddlesford
Oberons Lily (Mammary VG86)

Briddlesford Foxgloves James
(A2/A2) born  11.11.14 by Tredinney
Yogis Prince out of Briddlesford Oaks
Foxglove 6 (VG89, Feet and Legs
EX91)

Following Council’s agreement at the
Meeting in June that we should make the
SW Dairy Show the breed’s national show
in 2015, I have been in regular contact with
The Royal Bath and West Show Society
and the following has been put in place:

In addition to the regular sponsorship
of Guernsey classes at the Show by NMR
we have been fortunate to secure addi-
tional sponsorship for the 7 Guernsey
classes on the Wednesday from the follow-
ing:

UK Sire Services
Quality Milk Producers (2 classes)
Chew Moos Ice Cream (Parfitt)
Crediton Milling Company
Briddlesford Farm Shop (Griffin)
Golden Guernsey Milk (DR Gribble)
The Society will be sponsoring the

Guernsey Championship.
In addition The Royal Bath and West

Society have allowed EGCS to organise ad-
ditional Guernsey only Calf Classes and
Showmanship Classes on the previous
Tuesday evening.

These will be sponsored by The Credi-
ton Milling Company, The Cornwall Club
(EGCS) and this Society (EGCS) I would re-
spectively remind members that although
the age upper limit in these classes is not
specified these classes are intended to pro-
mote Future Golden Breeders and the en-

deavours of our younger members. I
would therefore encourage our more ma-
ture members to concentrate their efforts
on the main classes held on Wednesday.

I know Digby is trying to encourage as
many members as possible to represent the
Breed on this auspicious day and to ensure
that the breed is well represented in quality
and quantity.

The Society will have its normal Stand
No. 178 adjacent to the Judging Rings. The
Stand will be slightly bigger to accommo-
date Chew Moos Ice Cream who will be
selling their excellent product throughout
the day by prior agreement of The Royal
Bath and West Show Society. We have also
been offered and have accepted an addi-
tional hospitality suite just behind the
Stand (next door to the Judges and Stew-
ards Office) where our members, guests
and sponsors will be able to enjoy a tradi-
tional West Country Cream Tea in comfort.
The catering is being sponsored by the
Wessex and Devon Clubs (EGCS) and I
would be very grateful for any help that is
available from our local members.

In conclusion I should like to thank our
sponsors for their support at this difficult
time in dairy farming and I look forward to
seeing as many members as possible to
support the Breed and the Society on the
7th October at Shepton Mallet.

Caroline

GUERNSEY NATIONAL
SHOW AT THE SW DAIRY
SHOW 2015

BULLS FOR SALE

Please contact Richard Griffin on 01983 882239 or
judi@briddlesfordlodgefarm.co.uk for further information


